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al? E METROPOLITAN MUSEUM'S Department of American Decorative Arts acquired 
its first quilt in 1923. Since then, it has actively collected American quilts of all types, and today the 
Department possesses a fine and highly representative collection of more than fifty examples, dating 
from the early years of the nineteenth century to the 1940s. The quilts are constructed using a variety 
of techniques, including pieced work and appliqué, and in a range of fabrics, among them cotton, 
wool, and silk. 

The thirteen quilts reproduced in this calendar are some of the collections most prized. Beauti- 
ful in their own right, they are also fascinating when seen in relation to one another. For example, it 
is interesting to compare the magnificent Baltimore Album Quilt (May)—with its complex, profes- 
sional workmanship—to its more homespun counterpart (Cover) of about the same date. 

It is intriguing, too, to see how two different seamstresses interpret the crazy quilt theme 
(March and September). Both objects are somber, the Quaker Quilt in palette, the Memorial Quilt 
in subject, and both employ a disorderly pattern in an extremely orderly way. 

The two Star of Bethlehem quilts reproduced here (February and December) are based on a 
similar pattern, yet each creates a quite different aesthetic effect. The quilt that accompanies the 
month of February is a tour de force of sewing techniques: The entire quilt is decorated with pieced 
work, appliqués, stuffed work, and a wonderful English chintz border. December's Star of Bethlehem 
Quilt is also beautifully made, but the overall effect is more homey, the quilting is less refined, and it 
is made of American fabrics. 

The Hexagon Quilt (April) and the Mosaic Quilt (October) are both constructed of particularly 
beautiful fabrics. The Mosaic Quilt is made up of a colorful range of printed cottons from the 1830s 
and 1840s, and its overall pattern is quite sophisticated. The Hexagon Quilt may have a less chal- 
lenging overall design, but the richly colored silk hexagons give the piece a jewel-like appearance. 

All of the quilts featured in this calendar are important both as works of art and for the stories 
they tell of the creative and talented women who made them. They are treasures and represent just 


a sampling of the many outstanding quilts in the collections of The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
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lee THIRTEEN WORKS reproduced in this volume are pieced and appliquéd 
quilts in the Department of American Decorative Arts, The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 


COVER: 

Album Quilt, ca. 1855 

Cotton, 834" x 8414” 

Gift of Miss Eliza Polhemus Cobb, through 
Mrs. Arthur Bunker, 1952 52.103 


JANUARY: 
Sunshine and Shadow Quilt, early 20th century 
Pennsylvania 
Wool and cotton, 81” x 761%." 
Purchase, Eva Gebhard-Gourgaud Foundation 
Gift, 1973 1973.94 


FEBRUARY: 
Star of Bethlehem Quilt, ca. 1840 
Cotton, 1227 x 122” 
Sansbury-Mills Fund, 1973 1973.204 


MARCH: 
Quaker Crazy Quilt, ca. 1880 
Pennsylvania 
Silk, silk velvet, and wool, 7534” x 7334" 
Purchase, Virginia Groomes Gift in memory of 
Mary W. Groomes, 1974 1974.34 


APRIL: 
Hexagon Quilt, ca. 1864 
Anne Record, New Bedford, Massachusetts 
Silk, 87” x 7515" 
Gift of Mrs. Frederick H. Buzzee, 1947 47.39 


MAY: 
Baltimore Album Quilt, ca. 1849 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Cotton and silk velvet, 10614” x 10334” 
Sansbury-Mills Fund, 1974 1974.24 


JUNE: 
Star Quilt, ca. 1870 
Silk and cotton, 85” x 70” 
Gift of Mrs. Gilbert Chapman, 1974 1974.154 


JULY: 
Eagle Quilt, ca. 1850 
Cotton, 103” x 97” 
Gift of Mrs. Jacob M. Kaplan, 1974 1974.32 


AUGUST: 
Bow Tie Quilt, ca. 1920 
Silk and cotton, 77” x 761%" 


Sansbury-Mills Fund, 1973 1973.205 


SEPTEMBER: 
Memorial Crazy Quilt, ca. 1877 
Tamar North, North's Landing, Indiana 
Silk and cotton, 5414” x 55” 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. John S. Cooper, 1983 
1983.349 


OCTOBER: 

Mosaic Quilt, ca. 1840 

Elizabeth Van Horne, New York 

Cotton, 107%" x 98%" 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Moore, 1923 
23,6 OR/) 


NOVEMBER: 

Pineapple Quilt, ca. 1890 

Pennsylvania 

Cotton, 891%” x 8934" 

Purchase, Mr. and Mrs. George M. Kaufman 
Gift, 1973. 1973.22 


DECEMBER: 

Star of Bethlehem with Twenty Stars Quilt, 
ca. 1850 

Cotton, 90” x 8914" 

Purchase, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Schwartz Gift, 
1973 1973.64 


¢ 


ff 


» — — 
Sen se : ‘ 
“ £ “ 
: e : — - 
2 . 
a 
ae 
= . = 
at a 
- 
: » itt 
x i 2 
ed z 
: 4 3 
a ‘ 
: : ae 
v . Bi 
> - e 
o ve = 
- ; Yee a raat hd 
. - - ee 


Sy Wa Nga 4 Sipe 8 
Aho hatha SS SE” WI! at hana > 


pe b> 


os 


fy? 


Sr < — ~ =-5 es “ * 
2 =, ~ raat = : 
: F F “ ae es — “ 
aut a = = £ 
2 irae = 
# 
z —_ - - 
y aaa . . bs 4 ¢d « 
~ et at eS = 
S _ 
t 2 . 
. : 7 
* f “ ‘ a = 
- rs on > ’ ? 


th 
SHS 
Sats 
aah} 


cs 
eit 
* 
Waite 
‘tt 
iy 


i 
i} 
Ht 


i EHS 
+} 53 4 
i; a) 
3 

¢ 


int 
ae 
; a 
Get 
aay) 
yshttst 
235 
3) tithes 
Tes Tt 
beeegchentrs 
Sayed 
ssehecteehasttaat 
arigeasnn giana 
ai? 
Sitesi 
+} ie i 
spilt 
Pini 
i 


ER 

3 35 .) 

ae aii 

ty 3 39; ait 
nists 

it Be 

i 


2: 
tN 


fate 


+ 
A 
Hy 


+} 


: if s is 


$f 4 
is 
sean 


3 
+E} 

oe) 
Hi} 


a 


i 


ty 
a! hi 

siti a 

i is aun ny i 
eR : 
Ca 

RRR 

x Hens ' i 

hte 3) nye ae 


th 


+} 
alysis 


tH 
sit 
Ht 


sinitsty 


ayy! 


Ht 


Bi 


ff 
y tH 
33 SEES ESHER 


3 


‘ 
it 
si 


a 


erst satt ase 
BAHAWUALNME NT 
tS 3} RY He 
aise! a 34 


ae 


i 


etate 


t 


iesestacss 


Sats 


tt 
t} 


ah 


ty 
y 


3 


i 


a 
ii fs 
Ba 
aie 
i 


tein 
hist 


Ht 


ra} 


ith 


t} 


1 


3 


y 
i 
33 
tt 
Hf 


tf 
f} 


i 


tf 
t 


sores 


3 


sa 


i 


HH} 


be 


if 
3) 


it 


‘ 


pases 


pasate 


H 

Rea 
Hala 
ay 


i 
bets 


tf 

) (} 
pit 

BH 


i 
HS 3 iH 


ist 
i: 


i 
Ss uane 
SENT 

set 

Saas 
SESH 
Siete 


ict 

i 

53) iH 
t 


Ht 


i 


earspisesares 


spares 


it 


Sextpnnetets 


Hieiesewenees 


Seen ee 


ts 


tf 
fh 


Ht 
i 


it 
nh 


: 


BSS 


Steessaeae 


seas 


Sse 


Settee 


aiests 


Seaesates 


Siapeisse 


eetraaeias 


Sates 


Bas 


Se 


sss 


Hs 


ite 


ieee 


i 
tet 


i 
, 
i 


+ 
t 


SSSSEES 


35 


Siesectaaotiese 
ae 


a 


: 
i 


Sat 


iy 


See 


